December 8, 2003

us that to maintain reliability for the wholesale
markets his policies promote, we need to beef
up the transmission grid. But now that we've
had the biggest blackout in our history, FERC
doesn’'t admit its policies that stress the grid
had anything to do with it. Chairman Wood'’s
Senate testimony on November 20 was “the
[transmission] operator’s primary charge is to
work the system you've got. . . . Markets do
not compromise reliability.” So no matter if
FERC sprayed water on the road in the freez-
ing cold, it's your fault if you crash your car.

If we don't get an accurate picture from gov-
ernment investigators about the causes of the
blackout, we will be dooming ourselves to
more disruptions, dangers, and inconven-
iences in the future. | am not willing to allow
that.

| ask that we consider whether we need an
independent investigation of the causes of the
blackout so we can do what needs to be done
to prevent the next blackout from occurring.

—————
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Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ac-
knowledge the good work of LaGuardia Com-
munity College of Long Island City in Queens,
New York. LaGuardia Community College
serves one of the most diverse student bodies
in the U.S. within one of the most vibrant
neighborhoods in the U.S. Over the years,
men and women from all over the world have
called LaGuardia Community College their
home. Over the years, LaGuardia Community
College has quietly and diligently provided a
first-class education for students of all eco-
nomic, ethnic, and religious backgrounds.

LaGuardia Community College has served
my community and the world for decades, and
its mission has earned it the title of The
World’s Community College. However, they
recently earned another distinction—nationally
recognized community college. The Commu-
nity College Survey of Student Engagement
studied approximately 300 colleges, looking at
10 different categories. This non-profit found
that LaGuardia Community College ranked in
the top 3 of 13 large community colleges in
North America. This ranking confirms what so
many of us have known for so long—that
LaGuardia Community College is not only The
World’s Community College. It is also the
world’s premier community college.

Of course, this distinction would not be pos-
sible without the work of countless administra-
tors, professors, students, and friends from
around the community. | would particularly like
to thank LaGuardia Community College Presi-
dent, Dr. Gail O. Mellow for her vision. It is be-
cause of leaders like her that LaGuardia Com-
munity College can achieve such an incredible
level of success.

Our world needs an understanding, dedi-
cated, well-educated populace now more than
ever. Our world is dependant on the students
that come out of LaGuardia Community Col-
lege and the good work that they do. For
those reasons, we all owe the school our re-
spect and gratitude.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce a resolution com-
mending the governments of India and Paki-
stan for their efforts to achieve peace and sta-
bility in the South Asian region.

For years, India and Pakistan have been the
victims of numerous terrorist attacks, which
have greatly heightened religious and ethnic
tensions in the troubled region. Discord
amongst Hindu and Muslim populations has
led to a war of attrition, whereby insurgents on
both sides sneak across the border to commit
murder and destruction before sneaking back
across.

India and Pakistan have a history of dis-
putes going back decades. The most promi-
nent amongst these conflicts has been the ter-
ritory of Kashmir. India and Pakistan each
claim Kashmir as their own, despite the terri-
tory having its own distinct population agitating
for autonomy. Indian and Pakistani forces
have routinely engaged in minor skirmishes
along the border. The conflict, more than any
other, has led to a destabilizing nuclear arms
race in the region, resulting in threats of war
and the severing of political, diplomatic, and
economic links.

In recent months, however, diplomatic over-
tures between India and Pakistan have re-
sulted in laudable agreements to improve rela-
tions. Since April 2003, India and Pakistan
have sent ambassadors, reestablished bus
links, and declared the first real cease-fire in
the 17-year-old border conflict. Most recently,
the two countries resumed air travel and over-
flight rights with one another. Further, Indian
Prime Minister Vajpayee has agreed to attend
in the near future a regional economic summit
in Islamabad, a sure sign of progress.

The resolution | am introducing today con-
gratulates India and Pakistan on their efforts
to achieve stability and to seek a peaceful
means to resolve their disputes. The resolu-
tion also recognizes both countries’ efforts in
the global war on terrorism and their close
partnerships with the United States.

Though both nations still have a long way to
go to fully achieve a lasting peace, the House
of Representatives should be pleased with
their determination to seek a peaceful, eco-
nomically prosperous road to stability.

Mr. Speaker, | conclude by once again re-
ferring to the unconscionable acts of violence
and terror wrought on both India and Pakistan.
| further express my support and encourage-
ment to both nations for their efforts to rebuild
diplomatic  relations despite trying cir-
cumstances.

| urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion, and | ask the House leadership to bring
it swiftly to the floor for its consideration.
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in honor of the 50th anniversary of Young
Israel of New Hyde Park, the only Orthodox
synagogue in northeast Queens. The syna-
gogue, which boasts a vibrant multi-
generational membership, plays a central role
in increasing the presence and awareness of
Orthodox Judaism in our community.

For half a century, Young lIsrael of New
Hyde Park has provided its members and visi-
tors with many of the things that an Orthodox
family looks for and needs: from classes to
daily minyanim to a local Boy Scout troop.
Now under the leadership of Rabbi Binyamin
Hammer, the synagogue, which is just around
the corner from Long Island Jewish Medical
Center, Hillside Hospital and Schneider Chil-
dren’s Medical Center, has long been known
as a place where families and friends of pa-
tients can find religious support and Shabbat
and Yom Tov hospitality. To this end, a bikur
cholim apartment was recently added through
the purchase of a house next door to the syn-
agogue. To date it has provided temporary
lodging for people from all over the United
States, Russia, ltaly, Israel and Canada.

Those familiar with this congregation, those
who, for 50 years have made it a place of
civic support and spiritual development, know
that Young Israel is more than just a temple—
but a shul, a spiritual home, a place that re-
flects the highest aspirations of an ancient
people living proud and free in this great na-
tion.

| commend Young Israel of New Hyde Park
for its continued dedication to our community.
| ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to please join me in congratu-
lating the synagogue on the occasion of its
50th anniversary and in wishing Young Israel
best wishes for another 50 years.
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Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, last week the
4th Nobel Peace Laureates Summit was held
in Rome. At the conclusion of the Summit, the
Laureates issued a statement on behalf of this
extraordinary gathering that is printed at the
end of these remarks. There are too few
places in our public dialogue where a uni-
versal perspective is encouraged and lauded.
The Nobel Peace Prize is one of them. Such
civil society institutions are to be encouraged
because they are needed to work on global
challenges.

The Laureates reinforced in the most elo-
quent terms the message sent at a recent
panel convened by the Bipartisan Task Force
on Non-proliferation of which | am Co-chair
with my colleague CHRISTOPHER SHAYS (R-
Conn.). This panel on “The Limits of
Unilateralism” included the world-renowned
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